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Pastor’s Desk 
New Year’s Reflection 

          To the beloved of God at Immanuel, 
 
As the excitement of the Christmas season fades, as trees 
and decorations are packed away, and only crumbs remain 
on plates once stacked high with Christmas cookies, as the 
January cold settles in and the new year begins to unfold, I 
find myself caught in reflection on the last year.  What a 
year we have had, you and I.  If each of us were to sit down 
and tell of our individual years, I can guess that every one 
of us would voice stories of great joy and of sorrow, stories 
of fun and love and loss, of days that stand vivid in our 
memory and days that fade together as they pass by.  And I 
would guess that the stories of our faith community gath-
ered here at Immanuel would take similar shape – highs 
and lows and level ground, life as usual and significant 
change. 
 
It would be difficult to speak of the last year at Immanuel 
without telling of a new pastor.  It would be impossible to 
speak of the last year in my life without telling of a new 
congregation.  Most days I can hardly believe that we have 
been together for six months already.  And at other times, I 
stand amazed at how I feel I’ve known you for so much 
longer.  We are still learning about each other and we will 
continue to grow together for years to come.  As I consider 
at the start of this new year what is to come, I’d like to 
share with you something of what I have found to be true of 
who you are so far.   
 
This is a community that loves.  From the moment I arrived 
at Immanuel, it was evident that this is a place where peo-
ple care for one another.  Many of you have described this 
church as a place that feels like family, a place character-
ized by love.  I see it as you check in with one another, ask-
ing about significant events, family, crops, health, while 
you stand around waiting to enter the sanctuary for wor-
ship.  I experience it as women gather to share a meal and a 
book and more than that, their lives with one another.  As 

    ladies gather for bible studies and spend 
significant time praying aloud for the needs of one another 
and the members of this community.  As individuals and 
families volunteer to prepare meals for confirmation stu-
dents and as they sit around one table, students from three 
different schools, sharing their lives with one another as if 
they have always been together.  As adults watch over one 
another’s kids and as the old find delight and amusement in 
the young and the young love the old.  In these and so many 
other ways, love abounds in this place.  Sure we are not al-
ways perfect in our loving and sometimes we irritate and 
hurt one another, as happens in any family, but love endures.  
That is a gift far too precious to hold onto for ourselves only.  
Such love is the sort of thing that cannot help but pull more 
and more people into its current.  “By this everyone will 
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one an-
other” (John 13.35). 
 
Another thing that I love about this congregation which is 
distinctive is the kids.  Holy cow, have we got kids!  A typi-
cal struggle and lament of smaller congregations is that there 
are so few kids.  That is not a problem that we have.  Sure 
we can (and will) work on finding more and better ways to 
engage our kids with regularity so that this is a meaningful 
place where they find that they are loved without reservation 
and grow ever deeper in their love of God, but already a lot 
of that is happening just because of who we are as a faith 
family.  I love watching our kids running around at coffee 
hour, zooming in and out of the nursery and down the hall, 
wandering into my office curious about what goes on in 
here.  They feel like this is their place as much as it is any-
one else’s and that is a beautiful thing, sometimes a loud and 
chaotic thing, but a beautiful thing.  There is life in the 
house.  “Jesus said, ‘Let the little children come to me, and 
do not stop them; for it is to such as these that the kingdom 
of God belongs’” (Luke 18.16).   
 
There are so many good things going on here.  As I look for-
ward to the new year and beyond to the years to come, I am 
excited about what we have to contribute to our community 
and world – a family of faith, life and love.  I am so grateful 
to get to be in this place and on this journey with you. 
 
    Grace and Peace to You, 
    Pastor Sierra 

January - February 2017 
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Upcoming Events 

 
WELCA Meeting 

The WELCA will meet on Thursday,  January 12th at 1:30 pm with hostesses Rosalie Ludwig and Carolyn Wicklund.  

Bible Study chapter 5.  February 2nd meeting with hostesses Karen Dare and Judy Fredrickson. 
  
New Pathways 

Immanuel will be the host church for New Pathways from February 19-26.  There are many ways you can assist 

during this week—contact Deb Minnich for further details. 
 
Fleece Blanket Tying 
Saturday, Feb. 11th—look on page 4 for more info 

 
January Birthdays 

 
Jan. 1—Richard Argetsinger 
              Easton Prokosch 
Jan. 2—Logan Argetsinger, Mike Dick 
              Ken Huntley, David Pearson 
Jan. 3—Cecelia Howe 
Jan. 4—Shawn Nelson; Mary (Les) Stromberg 
Jan. 5—Arik Johnson 
Jan. 6—James Comstock 
Jan. 7—Emma Belsheim 
Jan. 9—Marc Argetsinger, Noah Schoumaker 
Jan. 10—Adam Eggert, Carla Jones 
Jan. 13—Jim Jacobson 
Jan. 14—Kadin Pendzimas, Joan Lakedon 
Jan. 16—Gibson Pioske 
Jan. 17—Carolyn Wicklund 
Jan. 18—Amarah Pioske 
Jan. 21—Kristin Danielson 
Jan. 24—Donna Oslund 
Jan. 26—Austin Barnes 
Jan. 27—Caden Danielson 
 

February Birthdays 
 
Feb.  3—Teresa Kelling, Kelsey Kehoe 
Feb. 6—Phyllis Bergren, Landon Schoumaker 
Feb.  7— Derrick Diethelm 
Feb. 14—Terry Peysar, Aylisa Rogers 
Feb. 16—Dan, David Comstock; Haley Jones  
Feb. 17—Rose Arnold 
Feb. 21—Ezekial Jones, Kris Nordahl 
Feb. 22—Dylan Smith 
Feb. 23—Nichole O’Bert 
Feb. 25—Joe Oslund 
Feb. 27—Cathy Bergren 

In Our Prayers 
 

 
John Lakedon                  
 
Les Stromberg                                           
      
George &  
 Gwen Johnsen 
 
 
Prayer Chain contacts are: 
 Phyllis Bergren      Pastor Sierra 
 Email:   Gladys Nelson      Donna Oslund 
 

 
President—Jeff Nosbusch 
Vice President—Dan Hartog 
Secretary—Len Ochowicz 
Treasurer—Janie Richardson 
Sarah Bauer          Christy Belsheim 
Annette Jensen        Connie Kawalek 
Jim  Nehring           Chris Carlson 

 

Heather Stephens 
 
Helen Nord 
 
Goodie Belkholm 
 
Delores Fluegge 

Thank You from the Pastor 
Many heartfelt thanks for your love at Christmas 
time.  Thank you for beautiful cards filled with 
gracious words and generous gifts.  I am deeply 
grateful for you.  A blessed New Year to you all! 
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Youth News 

 
Upcoming Events:   Dates to be determined.  
Youth of all ages (0-100) are welcome to 
participate! 
 
January—Feed My Starving Children, packing 
food in Coon Rapids to be sent around the 
world 
 
February—Snow tubing at Wild Mountain 
 
Looking for adults to assist with the planning 
of future events.  If interested in being a part of 
Immanuel’s Task Force, contact Christy 
Belsheim or Sarah Bauer. 
 
Recharge—Youth Leader Workshop will be 

held in Duluth on Saturday, February 11th.  
Members from Immanuel attending are: 
Pastor Sierra; Christy Belsheim; Sarah Bauer; 
Mel Pioske; Jeff Nosbusch and Shari Hartog 

 
   
 

 

 

Loving God’s People 
 

"I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger 
and you welcomed me, I was naked and you gave me clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I was in 
prison and you visited me.  ... Truly I tell you, just as you did it to the least of these who are members of my 

family, you did it to me."  - Matthew 25. 35-36, 40 
 

November/December Activities:  Live Nativity—fellowship with people from our surrounding communities  
                                                            WELCA Quilts donated to Eagles Nest & Refuge Network 
                                                            Items purchased for 3 area families  (Christmas gifts & Christmas meal) 
                                                            Cheer boxes distributed to area shut-ins  
 
Upcoming projects you can participate in:    Tying quilts for Eagles Nest on Sat. Feb. 11th 
                                          Help as needed when we host New Pathways Feb.  19-26 

 
 

 

       

       Reformation 500 Kick-off -  
 

The 500th Anniversary year is coming soon! 
 
The Northeastern Minnesota Synod is hosting a Bishop's 
Convocation to commemorate this special anniversary 
year: on Saturday January 21st from 1:00-4:00 pm at Our 
Savior's in Hibbing and on Sunday January 22nd from 2:00
-5:00 pm at First Lutheran in Aitkin. 
  
We will offer several options for workshops (pick 2) and 
Bishop David Zellmer from the South Dakota Synod will 
speak about "How the Heck Did We Get to the 
Reformation?" 
 
It promises to be a great time! The event is free and all 
are welcome. We do require registration to allow for the 
number of materials and refreshments needed. Please 
sign up at: https://2017nemnconvo.eventbrite.com or call 
the Synod office to register. 218.724.4424 x127 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001eH61cCF4hdWfYWwB7g1VITy4cHvQfLcvj8DUrPNpp4kQjjnx0MQopxQFsB3PnCFljUW-DCCdgSum0NnXior81hugCRF6QYmND56LNAQn6NsigT6lkxf0S-XSExYempCvXaPB1PbwmRJyEYcvG4kqySavM39Dk76ANvj18WuNXEF7XwVMb6MelgMhzdv4mhwq&c=b9oI4wpaSlkiUt_lVtEfvOuXvBv1sDGEB
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Fleece Blanket Tying Saturday 
Mark your calendars for Saturday, February 11th from 11 am—4 pm for this year’s fleece blanket tying 
party.  Last year we made 70+ fleece blankets and assembled 1,100 hygiene kits that went to serve home-
less veterans living in the mountains of Montana.  If you can tie a knot, you can help be part of this great 
day.  Our goal is to make 100 blankets this year!!  We can certainly reach this goal with everyone’s help 
(besides, we learned a few things last year).  Please bring a side dish to share and your dancing shoes 
(we’ll have music this year).  If you have any questions, please contact Heather Stephens. 

Confirmation Events 
 

Concert with  JONATHAN RUNDMAN 
Join us for an evening of music and fun! 

Wednesday, January 11, 2017   Grace Lutheran Church—Mora   6:30 pm 
 

Confirmation Students:   There will be no confirmation dinner this evening.  
Meet at church at 6:00 pm to carpool.  Or meet us at Grace by 6:30 pm.   

Bring the whole family!   All are welcome. 

Wednesday Night Supper 
Jan. 11– No Dinner—Concert at Grace 

Jan. 18- 
Jan. 25- 
Feb. 1-        

Feb. 8—Linda Rogers 
Feb.  15—Michelle Nelson 

Feb. 22—       

Acolytes 
January: 

Tommy Johnsen 
February:   

Derrick Diethelm 

CONFIRMATION CORNER 

Lectors: 
Jan.  1:    Several Members 
Jan.  8:    Shari Hartog 
Jan. 15:   Ginger Nosbusch 
Jan. 22:   Ginger Nosbusch 
Jan. 29:   Rick Stromberg  

Ushers:  
Jan.  1:  Rick & Connie Kawalek 
Jan.  8:  Rick & Connie Kawalek 
Jan. 15: Rick & Connie Kawalek 
Jan. 22: 
Jan. 29:  Jim & Gladys Nelson 

SUNDAY SERVANTS 

Coffee Treats 
Jan. 1:    Michelle Nelson / Gwen Johnsen  
Jan. 8:    Joy Nehring / Cathi Nehring 
Jan. 15:  Colleen Sinell / Lindsey Atchison 
Jan. 22:  Betty Eggert / Janie Peterman 
Jan. 29:  Amy Gamble / Rose Nelson 
Feb.  5:   Joni Stevenson / Monica Arnold 
Feb. 12:  Mary Stromberg / Cheerie Smith 
                Heather Stromberg 
Feb. 19:  Jaime Dick/ Barb Dick / JoJo 
Feb. 26:  Angie Detert / Connie Kawalek 

Sound System: 
Jan. 1:   Annette Jensen 
Jan. 8:   Dan Hartog 
Jan. 15:  Jeff Nosbusch 
Jan. 22:  Sam Pioske 
Jan. 29:  Mary Stromberg 
Feb. 5:    Len Ochowicz 
Feb. 12:  Jim Nelson 
Feb. 19:  Gladys Nelson 
Feb. 26:   Annette Jensen 

Altar Guild 
January: 

Joy Nehring &Ginger Nosbusch 

 

Communion Assistant 
January: 

Jeff Nosbusch 


