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PASTOR’S DESK 
Faith and Politics 

  To the beloved of God at Immanuel, 
 
It seems like everything is political these days.  And 
anything political, it seems, is occasion not just for 
discussion and disagreement, definitely not an 
opportunity for further loving and understanding our 
neighbor, but the impetus and even justification for 
division, for hateful speech and fights.  It’s not pretty.  I 
think we can all probably agree that our political sphere 
today does not highlight the best in our humanity.  So 
it’s no wonder we want to shy away from talking about 
politics in public, or even within our families.  It’s no 
wonder we get uncomfortable and upset when we hear 
preaching that sounds political, when prayers take on a 
tone of social justice.   
 
But here is the thing: Jesus is political.  Scripture is 
political.  That is because Jesus is deeply concerned with 
the “polis,” that is, the people, the community.  This I 
was reminded of as I attended the Festival of Homiletics 
this past week.  The conference was hosted in our 
nation’s capital and was themed, “Preaching and 
Politics,” (what an appropriate setting).  There was 
worship and sermons and lectures led by preachers, 
pastors, professors, scholars and authors from around the 
country, from a variety of denominational and political 
backgrounds.  As you can imagine, not all presenters 
were in 100% agreement about all issues.  But what was 
agreed upon was God’s deep and abiding care for people 
and communities.  God is deeply concerned with the 
polis.  So deeply concerned that God became a person 
and entered into the polis to live in the world as one of 
us.  What concerns the polis is political.  God cares how 
we live in the human community, how we live in the 
polis.  God cares how we interact with and treat one 
another.  This is fundamentally what our politics is about 
– it’s about how we live with one another in this world.  

        And it is what our lives as God’s beloved 
people ought to be about – loving one another as we 
live together, because God first loved us.   
 
Scripture, the life and teaching of Jesus, the Christian 
life, are all political.  Our faith has something to say 
about political issues.  But here is the difference 
between God’s politics and the politics that we so 
woefully practice in our country and culture today: Our 
politics seek to separate “us” from “them.”  Our politics 
are about being “right” and getting people on “our 
side.”  Our politics result in de-humanizing the other, 
de-valuing the one who disagrees with us, and 
ultimately deciding that those not on our side are not 
worthy of our love, respect and partnership in this life.  
God’s politics unite us in the human family and bind us 
together as children of God.  God’s politics are always 
about inclusion.  Wherever we draw boundaries around 
ourselves, our parties, our people, our ideals, God is 
constantly breaking the circle open to welcome in even 
more than we thought possible.  God’s politics lead us 
to care for the other, to find value and worth in their 
lives and stories even when we disagree.  God’s politics 
humanize even our strongest of opponents as we learn 
to see Christ in their face too.  The politics of God build 
up, create life and choose always to love, even when, 
perhaps especially when, there doesn’t seem to be 
justification for such grace.   
 
My encouragement to you, as God’s beloved, as 
disciples of Jesus, is to not be afraid of the political but 
to engage.  Engage the political with openness, seek to 
understand and practice compassion, choose love, 
choose life, work for the good of all people.  Don’t give 
in to division or hateful speech or the dehumanization 
that is so easy to fall into in our system.  This world 
needs the non-partisan love of God.  The polis needs 
the presence of God’s life-giving politic.   
 
I know that this is easier said than done.  But I thank 
God for your courage and your loving hearts in this 
polis, I thank God for you. 
 
Grace and Peace,  
Pastor Sierra 
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A Note From Pastor 
 

If I could take just a moment of personal 
privilege… I want to thank you all for the 

kindness and care that you have extended to me as 
my mom, who many of you have met, battles 
Leukemia back in Washington State.  I am so 

grateful for your attentiveness, your thoughts and 
your prayers.  Part of what makes Immanuel so 
special is the way this community comes around 
our people and walks with one another through 

difficult times.  I have been privileged to witness 
that strong community as your pastor and am 
honored and humbled to be recipient of such 

community now.   
I will be spending my remaining three weeks of 
vacation for this year back in Washington with 

my family.  I covet your prayers as I spend these 
weeks away this summer (the last week of June 

and two weeks mid-August).   
Thank you.  And God Bless.  

- Pastor Sierra 

JIM AND GLADYS NELSON 

50TH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Immanuel members and friends  
are invited to celebrate Jim & Gladys Nelson’s 

50th Wedding Anniversary 
Saturday, June 16, 2018 

1-4 p.m. at Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Short Program at 2:00 p.m. 

 
Your presence is the best gift of all! 

IN OUR PRAYERS 

 
Ken & Goodie Belkholm 

Delores Fluegge 
George & Gwen Johnsen 

Marj Maas 
Helen Nord 

Jack Stephens 
Vince Shallbetter 

Greg Carlson 
Betty Eggert 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Prayer Chain   Contacts:  
Pastor Sierra, Phyllis Bergren,  
Gladys Nelson, Donna Oslund 

People of Immanuel 

We think Immanuel is a pretty great place.  A place of faith - of worship, of prayer, of learning.  A place of 
community - of friendship and family.  A place where we share the stories of Jesus and the amazing love of 
God.  And a place where we share our own stories and lives as we seek to love one another and serve God’s 

beloved world.  Each edition of The Beacon Newsletter will feature small glimpses into the lives of those who 
call Immanuel home.  It is our hope that in reading these stories, we will grow in love for one another and for 

this community as we reflect on the place of Immanuel in our own lives.  

Joy Nehring 

 
I came to Immanuel through Jim.  His family were 

members here and Jim has been here all his 66 years.  I 
joined after we were married. 

 
I call Immanuel my church home because I love it here.  
The people are loving and caring.  I have gotten close to 

many members—women, men and children.   
 

I don’t have a most favorite memory because  
I have so many great memories! 

 
Who has been important to me?  There are too many 
people to pick out just one or two to say they have 
impacted my life.  There are a lot of members that 

impacted my life in different ways. 
 

My hope for Immanuel’s future is that we stay together 
and our bills are met each month.  We have struggles, as 

most churches are having, but somehow it  
always falls into place. 

 
What I love about our church is that we’re always doing 
things to improve our church—all the activities, helping 

out our members in need and doing things in our 
community.  We have many great members and I’m 

proud to be a member and love to boast  
about how great Immanuel is! 
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President—Connie Kawalek 
Vice President—Len Ochowicz 
Secretary—Sarah Bauer 
Treasurer—Janie Richardson 
Monica Arnold     Dan Hartog 
Annette Jensen    Christy Belsheim 
Jim  Nehring       Cathi Nehring 

Council Buzz 
 

Generosity, Giving and Gratitude is the theme 
Council will be focusing on during 2018 through 
prayers and devotions. The members of the 2018 
Immanuel  Lutheran Church Council encourage  

everyone to join us in praying. 
 

Hello Everyone. This section of the ILB newsletter 
will be used to give you a brief rundown on what has 
happened during the last few council meetings. The 
official and more detailed council meeting notes are 
always available for you to read on the fellowship 
hall bulletin board. If you have any questions please 
contact any council member. 
 
 

April 17, 2018 
 

 The finances of Immanuel Lutheran Church 
was discussed heavily during the month of April. 
Council brainstormed ways to help Immanuel and 
has created a five step process on where we should 
go next regarding our financial situation. This will 
not be a quick process or something council members 
can do on their own. The financial struggles of 
Immanuel are a congregational issue and council 
hopes with everyone working towards a common 
goal we can keep the doors of Immanuel open for 
years to come.   
 
 

May 15, 2018 
 

 Immanuel along with the other ELCA 
churches in Kanabec County (KCELCA) will be 
participating in an outdoor worship service. 
Immanuel will be hosting on Wednesday, June 20th 
with a theme of “Sundaes on Wednesday's”. Ice 
cream Sundaes will be served following the church 
service. 

 
 

Respectfully Submitted 
Sarah Bauer, Council Secretary 

Keep up to date!   
Monthly Council Meeting minutes  
can be found on the bulletin board  

in the Fellowship Hall. 

June Birthdays 
 

June   2—Gwen Johnsen 
June  4— Gale Dawson, JoJo Ochowicz 
June  9—Betty Eggert 
June 15—Abigail Pendzimas 
June 16—Pastor Sierra 
June 17—Shari Hartog 
June 18—Heather Stephens 
June 21—Maci Lofgren 
June 22—Brandon Belsheim 
June 26—Angie Detert 
June 28—Bob Richardson 
June 30—Jaime Dick 

July Birthdays 
 

July 1—Eric Stromberg; Shanna Stucky 
July 4—Gavin Stromberg; Sam Dick 
July 5—Judy Fredrickson 
July 7—Sam Pioske 
July 9—Helen Nord 
July 11—Sarah Bauer 
July 13—Jim Schultz 
July 15—Andrew Kelling; Alaina Rogers 
July 17—Wes Peterman; Heather Stromberg 
July 20—Willow Atchison 
July 21—Rick Stromberg 
July 22—Rose Nelson 
July 29—Brent Speers 
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Database 

Welcome to Breeze!  
After an automatic operating system update from 
Microsoft last fall, we lost access to our Church 
Management Software.  Thanks to the long and 
faithful memory (and extraordinary patience) of 

our Office Manager, we managed to cobble 
together mailings and birthday lists for many 
months.  But now at long last, we are up and 

running with new database software from Breeze! 
 

Updating Information 
After extended effort, it became clear that 

unfortunately we would not be able to recover our 
old records.  Gladys will be hard at work this 
summer rebuilding our records.  She’s already 
made good headway from hardcopies of old 

records, but soon we will need some help from you 
all to make sure our new database records are 

complete.  So look forward to receiving requests 
for information (phone number, address, birth 

dates, baptism, confirmation, wedding dates, etc.) 
later in the summer.  We will be so grateful for 

your help in this long process.   
 

Exciting New Features 
In addition to storing important data, used 

especially for communication, our new database is 
more versatile than our last.  We will now be able 
to organize and directly communicate with groups 
within the congregation, track giving and generate 
reports, manage events and volunteers and more.  

Plus, members of the congregation will have access 
to your own giving records and an online directory.  
And Breeze gives us a cheaper, more simple to use 

online giving platform to boot! 

Online Giving 

Giving to Immanuel is a Breeze with Breeze! 
Just go to:  

immanuellutheranbrunswick.breezechms.com/ 
give/online 

Or go to our church website at: 
Immanuellutheranbrunswick.com  

and select “Give” in the top right corner. 
 

Giving Online Allows You To: 
 Support the ministry of Immanuel even on 

those Sundays you are not able to make it to 
church. 

 Create habits of consistent giving to help 
balance your personal finances and assist the 

church in creating meaningful budgets for 
ministry. 

 
Options 

 Donate using a credit/debit card or   
by ACH bank transfer. 

If making a recurring donation, we strongly 
suggest doing so by ACH bank transfer.  Debit/

credit cards incur a 2.9% fee taken out of the 
donation whereas a ACH bank transfer only  

incurs a 1% fee. 
But remember, the percentage fee is a small price 
to pay for the ease of consistent regular giving! 

 Select frequency of donation.  You can 
decide if you would like your donation to be a 
one time gift or recurring gift with options for 
weekly, every two weeks, monthly or yearly 

donations. 
 

It’s as easy as making any purchase online!  
Look for more information about a tutorial during 

an upcoming Coffee Hour. 
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UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

      WELCA  

      Events 
 

 
 

Quilting Dates 
June 4, 18 •  July 2, 16 

 
June 2018 WELCA Meeting & Gathering 
Regular meeting to be held on Thursday,  

June 7th at 10:00 am.  Potluck brunch with speaker 
from Recovering Hope, and followed by a movie.  

Check with Nancy or Donna for information.   
 
    

July 2018 WELCA Meeting 
Regular meeting to be held on Thursday,  
July 5th at 1:30 pm.  Bible Study # 5 with 

Hostesses, Shari Hartog and Kathie Ochowicz. 

 

KCELCA 

Third Wednesday Worship 

 

Exciting new worship opportunity this summer! 
We will join together with our Kanabec County 
ELCA congregations for a monthly outdoor mid

-week worship service.  Immanuel will be 
hosting the first Third Wednesday Worship on 

June 20th at 7:00PM.   
 
 

Worship Schedule 
7:00 PM 

BYO Chairs 
 

June 20th: Immanuel Lutheran Church 
2088 Highway 70 

 
July 18th: Grace Lutheran Church 

301 Forest Ave E 
 

August 15th: Calvary Lutheran Church 
414 S Wood St 

Vacation Bible School 
Immanuel Lutheran Church – Brunswick 

Hawaiian Vacation Bible School 
July 29, 2018-August 1, 2018 

Ages: Preschool thru Enter ing 6th Grade 
 

Times: 
 Sunday July 29th  

VBS Kickoff during 9:00am    
      worship, with potluck to follow worship.  

VBS events from 11:00-1:30pm. 
Monday thru Wednesday – July 30-August 1 

5:30-8:00pm 
with dinner provided each evening 

Sunday School and Confirmation 
 

Sunday School (elementary school aged students) and 
Confirmation (7th-9th grade) have wrapped up for the 
year and will resume in the fall.  Stay tuned for more 

information about next year coming up in the next 
Beacon Newsletter.   

 
 
 

Thank for a great year students!  And thanks for all of 
your hard work and dedication, teachers! 
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       Coffee Treats 
 
June 3:           Jaime Dick / Barb Dick 
June 10:         Heather Stephens / Ashley Eggert 
June 17:         Betty Eggert / Janie Peterman 
June 24:         Amy Gamble / Rose Nelson 
July 1:             Joni Stevenson / Monica & Rose Arnold 
July 8:             Mary Stromberg / Cheerie Smith 
July 15:           Heather Stromberg / Lia Hass 
July 22:           Joy Nehring / Cathi Nehring 
July 29:            VBS Pot Luck 
August 5:         Gladys Nelson / Christy & Kirsten Belsheim 
 

      Ushers:            Sound:   Communion Asst.: 
  
June  3:      Walt & Corinne Argetsinger                Tommy Johnsen                     Annette Jensen         
June 10:     Dale Doerr / Alta Sharratt                   Sam Pioske                              Mary (Rick) Stromberg 
June 17:     Janie Richardson / Karen Dare           Annette Jensen                       Jeff Nosbusch 
June 24:     Rick & Connie Kawalek                        Dan Hartog                             Connie Kawalek 
July   1:      Len & Kathie Ochowicz                        Mary Stromberg                     Sarah Bauer 
July   8:      Dan & Shari Hartog                              Sam Pioske                              Joan Lakedon 
July 15:      Rick & Mary Stromberg                       Jeff Nosbusch                          Len Ochowicz 
July 22:      Sarah Bauer / Annette Jensen            Len Ochowicz                          Kirsten Belsheim 
July 29:      Jason & Cathi Nehring                        Tommy Johnsen                       Shari Hartog 

  Lector:   Readings: 

June  3:  Donna Oslund                Deuteronomy 5.12-15; Psalm 81.1-10; 2 Cor.  4.5-12 
June 10: Len Ochowicz                 Genesis 3.8-15; Psalm 130; 2 Corinthians 4.13-5.1 
June 17:           Christy Belsheim             Ezekiel 17.22-24; Psalm 92.1-4, 12-15; 2 Cor. 5.6-13 
June 24: Cathi Nehring                 Malachi 3.1-4; Psalm 141; Acts 13.13-26 
July  1:              Kathie Ochowicz            Lamentations 3.22-33; Psalm 30; 2 Corinthians 8.7-15 
July   8:  Phyllis Bergren               Ezekiel 2.1-5; Psalm 123; 2 Corinthians 12.2-10 
July 15: Ginger Nosbusch           Amos 7.7-15; Psalm 85.8-13; Ephesians 1.3-14 
July 22: Angie Detert                   Jeremiah 23.1-6; Psalm 23; Ephesians 2.11-22 
July 29:             Shari Hartog                   2 Kings 4.42-44; Psalm 145.10-18; Ephesians 3.14-21 
 

Altar Guild 

                           June               July 
  Monica Arnold / Christy Belsheim    Mary Stromberg / Ginny Turner 

          SUNDAY WORSHIP ASSISTANTS 

Acolyte 
June  3—Emily Hartog 
June 10—Hailey Voge 
June 17—Tucker Hass 
June 24—Aylisa Rogers 
July   1—Mark Arnold 
July   8—Dylan Nelson 
July 15—McKayla Nelson 
July 22—Meghan Dick 
July 29—Derrick Diethelm 
August 5—Tommy Johnsen 

Worship Assistants, Please Note: 
 

If you are scheduled to be a 
worship assistant, please mark 

your calendar.  If you can NOT do 
it, find your replacement and let 

the church office know. If you are  
having trouble, contact Connie. 
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FLAT JESUS 

Who is FLAT JESUS? 
The original “flat” character was  
Flat Stanley, star of a book by Jeff 
Brown in which a boy has remarkable 
adventures after waking up one day to 
discover he is flattened to half-an-inch 
thick.  This was the beginning of the 
Flat Stanley projects in schools to help 
children with literacy and from this 
grew the Flat Jesus Project. 
 
FLAT JESUS reminds us that  
Jesus is with us always wherever  
we go and whatever we do.  The idea  
is to take Flat Jesus with you and take 
pictures then share them with us. 

What to do with your FLAT JESUS 
1. Color Jesus.  Cut him out.  Laminate 

him if you have access to a machine. 
2. Take your Flat Jesus with you anywhere 

and everywhere.  He packs very easily 
and weighs nothing.  Pop him inside a 

book as a bookmark, then take him with 
you on all your travels. 

3. Having a ’staycation’ this summer?  
You can photograph Jesus in your 

garden, with your pet or having  
fun with your friends.  Take him in  

the tractor with you.  Take him to  
meet your grandchildren or to the coffee 

shop… The possibilities are endless. 
1. Take  a  picture. 

2. In a few words, tell us who you are  
and where your Flat Jesus picture is. 

1. Post on Facebook or email  
your picture to  

ilbpastor@centurylink.net and  
we will get it on Facebook  

for you. 
 

We look forward to  
hearing about  
your summer 

adventures!   

“AND REMEMBER, I AM WITH YOU ALWAYS, TO THE END OF THE AGE.” 

-MATTHEW 28.20 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

 
 

 
 

   
   1 2 

 
 
 

3 
 
9:00 am  Worship  
   w/ Communion 
 

 
 
 
 

4 
 
8:00 am  Quilting 
 
 
 
 
 

5 
 
9:00 am  Ladies Bible  
              Study 
 
6:00 pm  Worship 
       Committee Mtg. 
 
7:00  pm  AA Mtg. 

6 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  

7 
 
10:oo am   WELCA 
    Brunch & Meeting 
 
 
 
 

 8 
 
 
 
 

9 
 
 
 
 
 
 

10 
 
9:00 am  Worship  
   w/ Communion 
 
       
Honor Graduate Rose 
    Arnold 
 

11 
 
 
 
 

 

12 
 
9:00 am  Ladies Bible  
               Study 
    
 
 
 
7:00  pm  AA Mtg. 

13 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

14 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

15 
 
 

16 
 

     
1-4 pm  Open House 
Jim & Gladys Nelson 
50th Anniversary 
 
 

17 
 
9:00 am  Worship 
   w/ Communion 
 
 
 
 

18 
 
8:00 am  Quilting 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
 
9:00 am  Ladies Bible                 
               Study 
   
 
6:30  pm Church Cncl. 
 
7:00  pm AA Mtg. 

20 
 
 
 
 
 
7:00 pm   KCELCA 
     Outdoor Worship 
 

21 
 
 
 
 
 

22 
 
 
 

23 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

24 
 
9:00 am  Worship 
   w/ Communion 
  
 
 

25 
 
10:00 am Sr. League 
 
 
 

26 
 
9:00 am  Ladies Bible                 
               Study 
   
 
 
 
7:00 pm  AA Mtg. 

  27 28 29 30 

JUNE  2018 
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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 2 
 
8:00 am Quilting 

 
   

.3 
 
9:00 am  Ladies Bible 
Study 
   
 
 
 
7:00  pm  AA Mtg. 

4 
 
Independence Day 
 

(Church Office    
     Closed) 
 
 

5 
 
1:30 pm   WELCA 
 
 
 
 

6 
 
 
 
 

7 
 
 
 
 
 

8 
 
9:00 am  Worship 
   w/ Communion 
 
 
 

9 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

10 
 
9:00 am  Ladies Bible 
Study 
 
   
 
 
7:00 pm  AA Mtg. 

11 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

12 
 
 
 
 
 
 

13 14 
 
 
 
 
 
Belsheim/Richardson 
            Wedding 

15 
 
9:00 am  Worship 
   w/ Communion 
 
 
 
 
 

16 
 
8:00 am Quilting 

17 
 
9:00 am  Ladies Bible 
Study 
    
 
 
6:30 pm   Church Cncl.  
7:00 pm  AA Mtg. 

18 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

19 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

20 21 
 
 

22 
 
9:00 am  Worship 
   w/ Communion 
    
 
 
 
 

23 
 
10:00 am Senior    
              League 
 
 
 
 
 

24 
 
9:00 am  Ladies Bible 
Study 
   
 
 
 
7:00  pm  AA Mtg. 

25 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

26 
 
 
 
 

27 28 
 

 

29 
NO 5th Sunday Brkfst.  
  
9:00 am  Worship 
   w/ Communion 
  
11:00—1:30 pm  
Vacation Bible School 
 

30 
 
 
5:30—8:00 pm 
Vacation Bible School 

31 
 
9:00 am  Ladies Bible 
Study 
   
5:30—8:00 pm 
Vacation Bible School 
 
 

 1  (August) 
 
 
 
 
5:30—8:00 pm 
Vacation Bible School 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

JULY 2018 
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Immanuel Lutheran Church 
2088 Highway 70 
Mora, MN 55051 

Immanuel Lutheran Church 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

2088 Highway 70 
Mora, MN 55051 

320-679-2015 
ilb@centurylink.net • immanuellutheranbrunswick.com 

Pastor: Rev. Sierra Westerman 
ilbpastor@centurylink.net 

 

Worship: 
Sunday Mornings at 9:00 AM 


